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AT THE BEGINNING OF A NEW YEAR 
 
 
 The acoustic problems in residential buildings, in 
the social and cultural facilities and industrial buildings 
have increased in importance in the last two decades, 
turning into a major subject theme for engineers, architects, 
physicians and sociologists. 

 Among the environmental elements, noise and vibration are undoubtedly the most 
unpleasant and noxious elements affecting our health, raising hard-to-solve problems, 
particularly a posteriori, even for specialists in acoustics. 
 Noise has increased considerably since the development of technique. The technical 
means are actually faster and faster, more powerful, more and more complex, but most of them 
generate much noise. On the other hand, the utilisation of the modern means is steadily growing 
in all human activities. Even the quietest areas, in a time not so long ago, have been invaded by 
noise, generated by traffic increase, the mechanization of agriculture and location of new 
industrial facilities. New noise sources occur due to the development of home appliances or the 
extraordinary increase of the number of radio and television broadcasting stations. 
 Fortunately, the limits beyond which noise becomes dangerous are currently well-known. 
There are satisfactory ways to control noise (at the noise source, noise propagation through air 
and at the perceiver). Therefore, noise limitation is possible without affecting the development of 
technique, which must continue to be the source for a better living standard for all of us. 
 In this epoch of technical development, it is necessary to find optimum solutions for the 
design and construction of low-noise machinery and facilities in order to increase their reliability 
and performance, and consequently decrease noise pollution of the environment. 
 At the beginning of a new year, a time for reflection over the past year and for setting 
new goals for the new year, I wish the fellows of the Romanian Society of Acoustics to 
contribute, through their scientific endeavour, to the progress of theoretical and practical 
knowledge of the specific acoustic phenomena, to finding new technical solutions for noise and 
vibration decrease and to the harmonization of the Romanian technical regulations with the 
European and international regulations.  
 
 
 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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